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Paris to be bloodless. That same evening, Thursday,
the German troops bivouacked in the Bois de Boulogne.
From the accounts given they seem to have been fresh
troops brought up for the propaganda victory parade
through Paris on June 14. Himmler arrived soon
afterwards from Berlin by air with a list of all the
prominent Jews and others who were " wanted " by
the Gestapo. German officers installed themselves in
luxury in the homes of wealthy Jews and fashionable
restaurants were reopened for their benefit. Their
wives and families came from Germany and the big
stores were full of German women purchasing silk
underwear and lingerie, which had been unobtainable
finery in Germany.
During these days, Tours was being bombed fairly
frequently and the Government decided to move to
Bordeaux. As had been the case in Paris, it was again
impossible to find out where the Germans were. There
were reports that they had broken through on the
Aisne and were advancing rapidly south on two lines,
one to the east of Paris towards Troyes, Dijon and die
Swiss frontier, and the other to the west of Paris through
Chartres, towards Le Mans and Tours. Half the Reuter
office had already left with Martin Herlihy, the Chief
Correspondent, to establish themselves in Bordeaux,
and the Havas Agency were packing up, and dismissing
all those whom they could not fit into their cars and
lorries. Our party had been joined by Eddie Ward
and Virginia Cowles and on Saturday, June 15* ^c
decided to follow tbe Government's example and to